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The Chinese Scholars Artistic Life

Chinese calligraphy is the writing of Chinese characters as an art form, combining purely visual art
and interpretation of the literary meaning. This type of expression has been widely practiced in
China and has been generally held in high esteem across East Asia. Calligraphy is considered one of
the four most-sought skills and hobbies of ancient Chinese literati, along with playing stringed ...
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The tradition of Chinese ethical thought is centrally concerned with questions about how one ought
to live: what goes into a worthwhile life, how to weigh duties toward family versus duties toward
strangers, whether human nature is predisposed to be morally good or bad, how one ought to
relate to the non-human world, the extent to which one ought to become involved in reforming the
larger ...
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The history of Chinese literature extends thousands of years, from the earliest recorded dynastic
court archives to the mature vernacular fiction novels that arose during the Ming dynasty to
entertain the masses of literate Chinese. The introduction of widespread woodblock printing during
the Tang dynasty (618-907) and the invention of movable type printing by Bi Sheng (990-1051)
during ...
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The early Northern Song dynasty witnessed the flowering of one of the supreme artistic expressions
of Chinese civilization: monumental landscape painting. Retreating to the mountains to escape the
turmoil and destruction that occurred at the end of the Tang dynasty (618-907), tenth-century
recluse-painters discovered in nature the moral order ...
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Shitao, original name Zhu Ruoji, was a lineal descendant of the founder of the Ming dynasty, which
fell when he was a child. Shitao spent much of his life wandering about China, visiting sacred
mountains in the company of monks, scholars, and painter-friends. He finally settled in Yangzhou,
and became a professional, though highly respected ...
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